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1. SUMMARY. ALTHOUGH BLANC HAD BAD LUCK AND WAS UNABLE 
TO SEE EITHER PRESIDENT BONGO OR MINISTER OF MINES 
MBOUY-BOUTZIT, HIS VISIT SUCCESSFUL AND MAIN APPEARS TO 
HAVE CHANCE TO OBTAIN GRAND POUBARA IOB. END SUMMARY. 

2. GERALD BLANC, CHARLES T. MAIN, VISIT LIBREVILLE 
FROM MARCH 1 8 TO 26 IN ORDER TO MEET WITH GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS AND DISUCSS GRAND POUBARA DAM PROJECT. UNFORTUNATELY, 
SERIES OF UNRELATED CIRCUMSTANCES (VISIT OF TOGOLESE 
PRESIDENT EYADEMA, DEATH OF KING FAISAL, EXTRAORDINARY 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING) PREVENTED BLANC FROM MEETING 
PRESIDENT BONGO OR MBOUY-BOUTZIT. HOWEVER, HE DID MEET WITH 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR ECONOMIC COORDINATION RAWIRI (ACCOMPANIED 
BY CHARGE) AND TWICE WITH SECGEN TF SEEG, GABONESE ELECTRICITY 
COMPANY. BLANC, WHO IS PERHAPS PERFECT AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN FOR 
GABON (NATURALIZED AMERICAN, BORN IN FRANCE, THUS SPEAKS 
FLUENT FRENCH AND CANNOT BE ACCUSED OF NATIONAL PREJUDICE 

IF HE SAYS FRENCH FIRM CANNOT DO JOB), GAVE EXCELLENT 
PRESENTATION TO RAWIRI AND SLIDE PRESENTATION TO SEEG. 

TOW POINTS STRESSED BY BLANC WERE THAT CONTRACT SHOULD BE 
GIVEN TO COMPANY THAT COULD SEE PROJECT THROUGH FROM 
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AND THAT IF FRENCH DID FEASIBILITY STUDY IT WOULD BE 
DIFFICULT TO FIND AMERICAN FIRM TO DO SESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 
SINCE FRENCH COMPETITIORS WOULD LIKELY ALREADY HAVE INFO 
AND SPECS WOULD BE DIFFERENT. 

3. BLANC'S MESSAGE APPARENTLY HAD IMPACT. ALTHOUGH HE 
DID NOT SEE BONGO, BONGO HAD OBVIOUSLY BEEN BRIEFED BY 
RAWIRI, FOR DURING MEETING WITH SEEG, SECGEN TOLD BLANC 
THAT BONGO HAD CALLED HIM WITH SPECIFIC QUESTIONS FOR BLANC: 
COULD MAIN REALLY SEE PROJECT THROUGH FROM BEGINNING TO 
END? PRESUMABLY, EVEN THOUGH HE DID NOT SEE PRESIDENT 
BLANC S POSITIVE ANSER GOT BACK TO HIM. 

4. IN LIGHT OF ABOVE, DOUBLY UNFORTUNATE THAT BLANC 
DID NOT SEE PRESIDENT. HOWEVER, AS SOPHISTICATED 
AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN, HE ALREADY MAKING PLANS TO RETURN 
AT END OF HIS CURRENT AFRICAN TRIP, PROBABLY FIRST PART 

OF APRIL. 

5. FYI. FRENCH FIRM DOING FEASIBILITY STUDY (REFTEL) IS EDF 
(ELECTRICITIE DE FRANCE), THE FRENCH NATIONAL ELECTRICAL COMPANY, 
END FYI.COUNTRYMAN 
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